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F R I D A Y  5 T H

Welcome to Bulga Beats Festival 2017 , we would 

like to thank you for attending and also 

encourage you to help create a safe enjoyable 

event for all . There are no ATMs in Bulga so please 

bring along cash for food , markets , raffles , 

auctions and any other needs .  

F O O D  A N D  D R I N K S
The festival will have food vendors serving from 

Saturday morning until Sunday afternoon . Bulga 

also has a tavern and the Bulga Bridge Cafe at the 

Petrol station . There will be very limited drinking 

water at the event so please bring some if you 

can . There will be no Alcohol at the festival and 

we encourage you to help make this a dry event 

to create a more engaging , family based and safe 

environment . Please feel free to visit the Tavern 

for a drink if needed . 

C A M P I N G  

Camping is free with your ticket with no 

restriction on your length of stay .  Please listen to 

volunteers directing you as we need to fit 

everyone . The over flow camping will be 200m 

from site .  





BULGA BEATS
THE COMMUNITY

Bulga Beats festival was intended to bring a little joy to a difficult situation. 

The residents of Bulga have been deliberating the loss of their surrounds for around 8 

years. After many years of set backs and heart break, the divided community decided 

that the best way to reunite and collaborate as a small society was to gather together 

and have a little fun. 

So Bulga Beats festival was created. Its intention was not to flamboyantly protest the 

proximal mine, but to educate the wider community of the history and heritage of 

such a beautiful and rich natural landscape, whilst at the same time concentrating the 

collective energies of the residents to bring them together as a group again. 

Beginning in 2015, Bulga Beats has predominantly been funded by the hard work and

collaboration of the townspeople, whom many of which have reduced their working 

hours and income to spend their time fighting to save their homes. 

In previous years patrons were only to make a donation to enjoy a weekend of local 

musical talents, workshops, art work and lectures. Donations received by the attending 

audience have been a portion of the money used to run the festival, much of which has 

come from the residents themselves. 

From the tenacity of the residents and the donations received, Bulga Beats has 

persisted despite barely being able to cover the costs. 

Bulga Beats Festival and the heart of the community would like to continue this

wonderful collaboration whilst still being affordable for the wider community.



BULGA BEATS
2016 FESTIVAL

In 2016 Bulga held its 2nd festival 

welcoming 1000 people to our 

community. We had a range of 

performers both local and from as 

far as Alice Springs. Fire twirlers, 

dancers and poets were among 

the many entertaining the crowds. 

Again we held a silent auction for 

guitars signed by Paul Kelly, John 

Butler, Xavier Rudd and many 

more.  

 

It was another very successful 

year and we have been building 

ever since to bring a more 

community and learning based 

festival over the whole weekend 

for you in 2017.



AROUND BULGA
THE HISTORY

For thousands of years before European settlement, Bulga was part of 
the area inhabited by the Wonarua people.   
Bulga was once a meeting site for many different tribes to gather for the 
ceremonies known as the Bora. The last Bora held at Bulga was in 1852 
with as many as 600 warriors from different tribes. 
Nearby, in the village of Milbrodale, there is a cave that houses a large 
painting of Baiame—or the guardian of the valley. 
The  

The Bulga Road (now known as the Putty Road) was discovered and 
established in 1820, and was the first land route from Sydney to the 
Hunter Valley.  During the 1820s, the first European Settlers of Bulga 
began to establish their homes and farms, growing grapes in vineyards, 
fruits and farming cattle. Some of the original European families still 
have descendants living in Bulga. 

THINGS TO DO AROUND BULGA: 
� Cockfighter Creek Tavern 
� Bulga Bridge Café   
� Baiame Cave 
� Bushwalking 
� Broke Village Shops 
� Broke Fordwich Vineyards 
� Local Bulga Vineyards 
� Hunter Valley Gardens  


